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Criz Harcan

Wine-making finds a home
on the Cape May peninsula

Five best wineries to try a flight and enjoy the views.

pen at different temperameres,” said  within the general gengraphy of Phil-
Gary C. Pavlia, longrime viticnlmre 1% preferred heach-adiacent tnoma
specislist at Kotpers Universite “So between Atlentic City and Coape Moy,
when you have anarcay of lempera- They also all fil inside (he oine-mile-

By Tommy Bowan
ATAFFWRTER

he peninsula of Cape

cal wine indusnwy, is s
by ira enviromment: the At-
lantic Ocewn bo its cast, Dela-
weare Ly L ils wesl, and a mariline
climate thar's envied by winemakers
worldwide tor rhnae anoling atrer-
noon sea breeses on hot and humid
sumener days,
"Thifferent chemical processes hap-

tures like fhat you ger more complex
Havars."

The wine gropevine hes become
v uf Lhe lustesl-prowing agriculiue-
al assefs in the Garden Stare. And
some of the stace’s strongeat growmars
toil in the south, long defined by its
sand ralbier Lhan s saody Lo suil,

There are seven wineries that fall

wide Cape Way peninsula, which in
2017 was federally designated as an
official winemeking termitory, allow-
Ing ils wineries o omark ils bolles
with geographic lahels,

The Cape Way Peninsules AVA
fhmerican Videoalturnl Ares), as it is
designated, covers mure than 126,000

Ses WINERIES on T3

SUNDAY IN LIVE LIFE LOVE

Six new restaurants with sunset views, barbecue, and
line dining shine in Cape May and Wildwood.

WHITER
Jenkins, 34, is now an investor and has joined its board, with &
brown farmers.

wealch.

Goat seltzer cock and the recently acguired Feber Distill-

.
Ex-Eagle Jenkins
invests in whisk
etired [rom pro lootball, former Philadelphia Lagles sale-
tr Malcolm Jenking is working in & new feld: distilling.
plan Lo create what he and the Kensinglon-based company sud
would he the first commercial whiskey sourced exclusively
His new rols in lhe whisley business dovelails with his
varinns social mizsiong, ncluding supporr of berter civilian
Jenking is vworking wilth Roberl Cassell, ovner of New Liber-
tvr Dizrillery, one of Millsione's hrands. Millstone's portfolio
ing of Trumbaversvills,
T a recent interview, Jenkins said his connection with New

by M l_laelKIt!in
R Thiladelphias Millstone Spivita Group announced chat
trom corn, barler, whesr, and rme produced by Black and
overaight of the police snd teaching children how o huild
includea Kinger, ALCO ready-ro-drink canned cockrails, Encapf
See JENKINS on L4

The Sengbird Cocktail from The |
Tarmina in Morth Cape May, rou

rant lacater AT the Cane May Femry
TP sl e
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Continued from D1
acrcs spread over Cape Mar and Comber-
land Countivs. 105 the fourth designation
awarded in New Jersey. and wmong 261 i
tinnwride.

The designation ia norable as the Peninsu-
la AVA also sits inside the much larger and
overarching Ouler Cosstal Plain AVA, like o
THuszian nesting doll nf winemaling hurean-
cracy.

Winvmakers successfully argued that s
area'’s well-defined aluibule s ideal
grape-growing climare allewss for s longer
gronving season — was distinet enough tn
wirTant & separate label

And il's under those conditions thal local
winemakers raise all six Bordesux grapes,
notably  Cahernet  Sauvignon, Cabernet
Frane, and Merlot. They've alse developed
non-Bordeaus grapes, such as Chavdennay,
Viognier, Albarifin, and Pinor Grigin.

“There’s nn ceiling as tn whar grape variet-
ies we can grow there,” Pavlis soid,

L iF Cape May can Jay claim w one signa-
ture grape, ruch like Mapa Valley lavs <laim
tn Cabernet Sauvipnon, ics the Albarifin.

=1 worked with o winery from Spain years
agn.” said Paviis, who ran the New Jersey
Wine Competition for nearly 30 years, “and
they had done research thar showeed the nest-
best plaze for Albarifio was Cape May”

The while srape, specilic o coaslal re-
ginng of Spain and northerearern Portugal,
responds tn the Peninsula'a aaltr air and flue-
tuating i . rigpering ical re-
aclions and adding more complex Davor pro-
files.

“If you got & cheaper California wine, ita
all fruit. That's not cumplexity™ Pavlis seid,
“dnd o eaily, which van include spicy,
earrhy, and briny fawors, “is everything."

Ar least tweo — mayhe three — more winer-
s B un track o open soon on the peninsu-
Lo, including vne near Beasley Pob thal just
neads a name, Pavlis said.

In the meantme, hera’s our tap e penin-
sula winerics.

Cape May Winery & Vineyard

Tr'= appropriate that Cape Way's firat win-
Ty CHrrics its name.

Loy 1, Bl Llaves and los faoaly plaed
their firar grapevines, and incidentally arart-
ed & movement. Tn 2003, Toby Craig and hia
danghter Betsy Sole bought the business and
Duill its signatuee buiding,

Today, the Craig family harvesis 26 acres
apread over four vineyards, and grow 11
srape varictics, including Cabernet Sauvi-
goor, Cabernel Frane, Merol, Riesling. and
Chardonnay,

Ar the tasting ronm, the hack patin, which
is set before grupe rows, is a4 calming retreat,
And il can sccommodate aroups of eighl fup
o =iy insidel,

An in-houge tapas kitchen offers a tun dai-
Ly menu (gt the hot Mashville chicken slider
Tor §7), bul theres no table service, Live
music is on Friday nights.

Traditinnal tasringa are nnly nn Saturdsys,

Capre May's drsoe-urow ng climale s distingl enough Lo be desigazled a wine-
RRCOMDASE NE ver THR000 acres in Cape May and Comberlasd Countie

amd they require an eoling reservation. The
popular alternarive are the niterad-everyday
515 self-guided figats, . They include three,
twu-unnee fights with your choice of either
reds or whites, Try the Merlot The dry red,
aped in French nalk for two years, pairs hints
af vanilla with a smonoth finish.

711 Town Mank R, Cope Moy,
G003 16T, mrandger GonpeniEwiner.oom,
COPERMUIFWINETY.CON, (@ CapeNYWIneTy,
Sur-Thurs., noon-3 pa, Fridoy noon-5 pon.
wnel & pom-8 pon, eoendesd hours for ages 21
and oust Solirdoy Roos-6 i

Hawk Haven Vineyard & Winery

Winemaker ‘Tudd Wuerker, who opened
Llawk Haven with his wife, Kenna, on family
farmland in the lare-20005, takes great pride
in his still wines — smong them W00% Caber-
net Frine sod 100% Albarito varictal-la-
Lreled wines,

A few rears agn, though, he aimed o devel-
ap & line of aparking wines for the summer

The back patie a7 Cape ¥y Wnery & Vinsyard, the seazide rezort's firss winery, has views of a

wingyarc. The farm geows 11 graps varstizs on 26
Higghls gre ellered, ang Shere's an in-houss Looas

=, Traditicnal tastings ano =s/f-quidsd
TOHHY ATREH S St
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seasor, S0 he nlroducesd French grapes inlo
his Win Grande vineyard, and he strove ro
bring the Champagne-style winemaking tn
Chpe May,

The resull is a Brul, in bolh blend and
aryle: a traditional Wlend of Chardonnay and
Tinot Wnir varieties, and a tradidonal style of
fewer than 12 grams per liter of suger The
winery's sliature spackling olfering express-
&3 its Chardonnay character, with an aroms
af strawherries, hrioche, apples, and hones,
and 8 delicate bubble.

The winery also olfers a Pél-nal (shorl for
pétilant satprel, an ancient and rustic style
of wine rhar rranalacea tn “naturally spar-
Kling™), snd a sparkling Rosé in a con, which
is new his summer,

O Sundavs, the winery pairs its aparkling
wines with a hrunch-style menu served from
Hit the Rowd Jack®s foud truck, the mobils
division of Jack's Shack Slone Larbor On
Sarurdays, the winery hosrs Tve music and
Jack's truck serves its vsual nfferings of
tucns, shiders, tots, and more.

Seli-guided Mighls come in thees, wo-
ounce glasses. And bortles range from 515 1o

1.
Tented scating and picnic tubles are aeail-
able, bul seatng is bmiled, Groups lusser
than five peaple should visit Hawk Haven's
wehaite ar call ahend.

ae S Heilrogd  Ave, Rie Oromde.
609-B46-7347. ellognhawkhovenvine.
vard.com, bawkbavenvineyard.com,
(@hmwkhavenainery, (pen daile M a.m-3
pam. B o Sot. 10 @om-G pon.

Jessie Creek Winery

Jeasie (reek’s vinevard sits on onlr five
aeres, and provides a mix of cstate wines
aned blends, icludiog the Slealus, which con-
aists of Syrah, Caberner Sauvignon, and Mer-
ot grapes.

The winery's intimste tastng room in-
cludes lables surroumded by misneccled
chairs, fhaner Bruce Morrison, a Pennsylva-
nia phywician who opened the wAnery in
2010, is knwan o pull up & chair o o festive
Liable il talk wine and Shove and lle. And
Morrisan showeases Iocal artiats in the win-
ery's eommunity ronm, eovering the walla
cath month with o ditferent peinters art-
work Gall for sule)

The outdonr seating area feels like a neigh-
bnrs hackiard, complate wirh live muaic and
“latt’s Family | Taste The Love Food Troek™
on the weelends. which has a rotaling menu
that includes pulled-pork nachos, crab eakes,
cheeresreaks, and more. Tr's a smaller venue,
but they've weleomed porties up o 20-plus
people, inside ur cut,

And then there's The Tnn, a renovated
18405 Farmbnusa &t the front of the winery
that was converted into a cool five-room Airh-

Tnstead of Mights, Jesse Creelo offers spi-
Tals. Tt's 425 for five wines, and you chonse
from tour cursted options, or scleet your
own Yow can upgrade e include a featured
pairing for an extra 10,

See WINERIES on T
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Malcolm Jenkins, the retirsd Fagles safery, wanTs to sell a commer

Jenkins

Continued from D1
Tiberry hegan during his founda-
tinms annual Blitw, Bow-Ties,
and Bourbon fund-raiser. A
whiskey aliclonade, Jenking
said one of the mast popular
auetion itema ia joining him on
# private tour of & distillery. The
Lours schooled him on e whis-
kew-making process.

Jenkina said he wanta oo help
underrepresented furmers by
signing lellers of interesl for
their erops, which would give
them cquity in an industry in
which they lack much reproesen-
Liation,

Al Jessle Creek Winery,
table and talk wine and &

Wineries

Conlinued from D3
1 Rt. 47 North, Cope Moy Court Ho i
Jesstecroekwinery. o

infogniessiecreekpinery com,

@jeasivcraekiinarynd, Mor,-Thaurs, 10 i

Fri-Sumn 17 omL-i puis

Natali Vineyards

o1 BIUce Morrann 15 bt
and lifa. The prooerty

FOLELE  THURSDAY, JUNE 30, 2022

Selling prains divectly o a
distillery would he mnre profit-
ahle than dealing in bulk with

an apgregator, Cossell and Jen-
kins said,

Wew Liberry tvpically sources
ita grains from locsl farma. But
in this carly going, ifs been o
challenge 1o find undeceepre-
sented peoples who own farma
that produce chemical-free, non-
GID graing, and o ling up
these farms b tme for Lhe Call
corn harvest — and the start of
the distilling process.

B0 far, Cassel] spid, they have
Tound only one “solid parlnse”
in Virginia. Other farmers are
bring lined up for next year

The barrels will bue aged two
to four years. The label has oot

GEE-5306-2025.

. and

whis

n ol @ char e a f:
o has an Arbnb, e

anureed with grain sxclng

leen named.

The Maleolm Tne. company
portfolio includes Tiaten-Un Me-
diz, 8 muldmedia production
company with the missien 1o
showease and diarribure con-
tent that creaea socisl sware-
ness; Broad Strect Ventures, o
310 million investment vehicle
funded enrively hy Rlack and
broam invessors including fal-
o MFL players; and Disrupt
Foods, a franchise developer
thar nperates quick-sery
taurans with an aim to level che
ceonomic playing feld for Black
and Llispanic people; and Darna-
i, a clnfhing compans

B rrkzindzing diver 2om
# hillyinz cer

b The tasting room a7 Mztal v neyars, There's a ki
i if using the outdeor seating arez. Matali prod .

Alfred Watali, who worked on Wall Street a3 5 nenwork
engineer, hought & 23-scre horae farm in the early 2000k
anid opencd s winery, Last summer, Matali sold the
Vineward.

Rt Matali's vision for a diversified wine line remaing
inract, 85 rhe vineyard boasra one of the highest grape
counts on the peninsula. Ming Americen hybrids and
matives. Lhe winemakers count 13 vniyue grape varciel-
ies, including Tempranillo from Spain and Mebbialo
trom mnrthern Traly. The winery produces nesrly 3
wines, and even fruit wines,

The Lusting room his o katehen wilh o tapis meon. bul
as long as vou're ot sitting inside, vou can BYOF Jwing
wour nem food) and enjoy the spacinus outdone seating
arce,

Lor thuse who prefer o sil inside. the tasting rem
was recently given a face i, Flights of two-ounce pours

insmacers
ays Julgers
*Ercloarh

The region's maritime climate, envied by
wrldwice, procuces wing wilh comple:
wit culture specialist Gary G Ravlis, ¢

221 N, Delsea Drive, Cupe Muy Courl Hoose,
Ty 2 ii.com, i1

of four winea are available for $20. And faod mrucka w41l
be on-site this summer for “Wine it Down Wednesdew"”

1004650075, & i 3
yovdsanm, @aatalivinapand, Mo-Thirs, noon-5 oo,
Fri-Sum. 11 a.me-iG pom.
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Eagles safety Malcalm Jenkins celebrates the Eagles’ Decernbar 2019
wir cver Lhe New Yook Gianls oL Mel
Last chamaionsr i, o

il Sladivm o cuplure e NEC
Fhatocrash

ETTI

e, oty can Bring waue own food
arly 30 wones. B

Willow Creek Winery & Farm

Willow Creck offers the most beantitul setting on this
ruster, and il's nol even close, Neslled in West Cupe
Maw, away from fhe hordes of heach spreaders and
hrunch-hunters, tha winery manages to care out ite
UWTI Priveace sanctusry

‘Tl posl-and-beum tasting room — pieluresgue, hand-
carved, and draped in & brick-lined front patio — si
the back of the wineyard. The result is a surprising
semse of intimacy in one of the most popular tourist
Lowns o lhe stale

A standour was the 2019 Chambourcin, an oak-aged
Fremch-American red hyhrid grana variets, that finishes
with hints of chocolace, The winery offers full-sendec
diming and can accommudste larger groups, A luble
Might consista of three, three-ounce glasses, and can
range from #18 o 27

168 Stevens 8t West Uape Meoy, G09-770-9782, info
fowCreckWineoCupedaycar,  WillowCreckWineoCipe-
Muovcon, @WillswCreekWingowid, Sun-Thur, foon-8
pom., Friday ond Soturday noon-4 pom.
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